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Dear Parents of 1st -6th graders,
Lovelady Elementary/Middle School accepts nominations for the A2S-GT Program for 1st-6th graders at any time.  If you wish to nominate your 1st -6th grade child for the A2S-GT Program, please complete the attached form and return it to the school in a sealed envelope.  Screening for kindergarten students will take place in January and February.   Should you decide that you do not want your child to be tested; your child’s name will be removed from the screening list.
Each nominee will undergo several days of testing to measure aptitude, achievement, creativity, intelligence, and performance.  Results of the screening process will be strictly confidential and notification of eligibility will be sent home before students begin service.
Sincerely,
A2S-GT Student Review Committee
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


A2S-GT Nomination Form
Accepting Nominations now
Student Nominated____________________________________ HR Teacher______________
Name of person nominating student_______________________________________________
Relationship to student:  Parent      Teacher     Community Member  
I nominate this child to be evaluated for placement in the A2S –GT Program.  Reason for my nomination:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature:___________________________________________Date_______________________



Bright vs. Gifted:  Is there a Difference?  By Sue Douglass Fliess
We’ve all seen those bumper stickers:  My Child is an Honor Student at (fill in the blank) School.  Okay, we get it.  She’s smart.  But is she gifted?  Believe it or not there is a difference.  While there’s no clear cut in the continuum on the scale from highly intelligent to Mensa-material, the following comparison chart, adapted from materials written by Janet Szabos Robbins of the state gifted association, the Maryland Council for Gifted and Talented Inc., shows some of the behavioral markers:
	A Bright Child:
	A Gifted Child:

	Knows the answers
	Asks the questions

	Is interested 
	Is very curious

	Pays attention
	Gets involved mentally and physically

	Works hard
	Can be inattentive and still get good grades and test scores

	Answers the questions
	Questions the answers

	Enjoys same-age peers
	Prefers adults or older children

	Learns easily
	Often already knows the answers

	Is self-satisfied (when gets right answer)
	Is highly self-critical (perfectionists)

	Is good at memorizing
	Is good at guessing



[bookmark: _GoBack]All gifted children are considered bright, but not the other way around-a concept parents of bright children have a hard time understanding, explains Andrea Mishler, who’s been a Gifted and Talented (GT) teacher for nine years.  The fact that their child gets straight A’s, but does not qualify for the GT program leaves them frustrated and scratching their heads.  Mishler’s district doesn’t look at grades when deciding who is eligible for the GT program.  : Sometimes gifted children are such perfectionists, they won’t turn in a project for fear of the evaluation that accompanies it.  Therefore, they may get poor grades or appear as underachievers, “says Mishler.
Not every child achieving above his grade level is a genius, some are just exceptionally hard workers.  Says Mishler, “Finding out who is smart and who is gifted is extremely difficult.”  For example, some children she sees are exceptional in math or language arts, but don’t qualify as GT because they don’t have high scores in other areas.  That’s not to say that if your child didn’t make the gifted track in his school, he couldn’t move to another area and be considered one of the top Gt students there.  Criteria and testing for eligibility vary widely from place to place.  
Throw in age and it becomes even hazier.  Often parents and educators believe a child who can read early is gifted.  The truth is, her brain may have developed a bit quicker than her peers, but young kids are known for developmental leaps and stalls.  Later on she may learn at the same pace as other kids, or she may continue to outpace them.  Only time will tell.
The good news is that whether your child is gifted or bright. You’ve got a smarty-pants in the family.  And if she does turnout to be the cream that rises to the top, you have permission to run out and get that bumper sticker My Child is Gifted and Bright.  (Just don’t actually put it on your car.)
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